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Peggy Irving is the Privacy Advocate for the Internal Revenue Service.  Her office promotes privacy awareness throughout the IRS by developing taxpayer and employee privacy protection policies and programs and overseeing the application of fair information practices.  

Before this responsibility, Peggy was the Deputy Director of the Office of Information and Privacy within the Department of Justice.  She was the deciding official on all FOIA and Privacy Act requests for records of the Attorney General and other senior Justice Department officials.  In that capacity, she provided counsel to the Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General, and other senior leadership on privacy issues.  She has litigated and supervised numerous FOIA and Privacy Act cases at the district and appellate court levels.  She frequently provides training instructions to government agencies nation-wide on both statues.

She is immediate Past President and member of the Board of Directors of the American Society of Access Professionals, whose government, public interest, media and academia members are dedicated to bringing government and the public together to share their perspectives on government information issues.  She is a member of OMB’s privacy steering committee and the Chief Information Officers’ subcommittee on privacy.

Peggy graduated from Bates College and received her J.D. from the Washington College of Law.

